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PREFACE.

This book is a study of the Panjabi langu-
apre and prosody and is therefore a companion
volume to my History of Panjabi Literature
ruhlished in 1933. It hasgrown out of three
wtures on Japu, a liturgical piece to be
rocited by every Sikh in the morning, composed
by Guru Nanak Dev (1469-1538 A. D.). With-
i its sweep have been brought a study of the
I'anjabi alphabet, morphology, phonology,
grammar, prosody and an historical-
enthnological account of Apabhramsa and
modern Panjabi, illustrations having been
drawn, in addition to Japu and the
other writings of Nanak, from the third,
fourth, fifth and tenth Gurus, Bhai Gurdas,
and Bajid, all in verse, and from the prose com-
mentaries and biographies (two still in MS,,
one copied out in 1701 A. D)) written in the
17th and 18th centuries. A word index of
Japu (982 words) has for the first time been
prepared, which should prove very useful in
a comparative study of the North-Indian
vernaculars and their relations to Prakrit and

A pabhramsa.

The book throws new light on and
wlucidates several linguistic problems. In the
surliest period of the history of our province
there were spoken languages (Prakrits), the
literary forms of some of which are preserved
an Vedie Chhandasa and Classical Sanskrit The
phonetic genius of the blending races developed



